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Germinal. Oliver Twist. and Les Misérables did not spring from the imaginations of their
authors: anymore than did laws limiting child labor in factories to children older than
(eight (in France in 1841) or ten in the mines (in Britain in 1842
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Dr. Villermé’s Tableau de I’ état physique et moral des ouvriers employés dans les

http://www.sharghdaily.ir/Modules/News/PrintVer.aspx?Src=Main&News_|d=64368

1/5



8/3/2016

www.sharghdaily.ir/Modules/News/PrintVer.aspx?Src=Main&News_Id=64368
manufactures. published in France in 1840 (leading to the passage of a timid new child
labor law in 1841) described the same sordid reality as The Condition of the Working Class
.in England. which Friedrich Engels published in 1845
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To be sure: there exists in principle a quite simple economic mechanism that should
.restore equilibrium to the process
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.Marx’ s dark prophecy came no closer to being realized than Ricardo’ s
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For Ricardo: the only logically and politically acceptable
.answer was to impose a steadily increasing tax on land rents
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